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RBBB “Gargantua’ cage being drawn around the hippodrome track under
the Big Top during the 1939 season. Gargantua can be seen in the front
section of his air conditioned cage. [Photo from the Heist Collection]
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Bob Robinson Relates:

In the late 1960's, Leo Kellar and | received specia per-
mission from McCormick Steele at Venice, Fla, to measure
the wagon. We knew it had long ago been converted to a
tractor-trailer type vehicle, but we had no idea of the other
alterations | got so busy with the exterior details that | never
got inside the vehicle. When we returned home, Leo and |
both misplaced our sketches. They were not found until the
pictoria views had been made.

Attempting to research the wagon, | was further confound-
ed by conflicting and questionable information. A for-
Instance:

Bill Cooker provided me with photos and dimensions sup-
plied by Lucky Allen. Lucky gives the overall dimensions as
26-0" Lg. x 7°-3" wide x 6-9" high. My careful measure-
ments are 25'-2 1/2" Lg. x 8-3 3/8" wide x 7'-1 1/8" high.
Even the photos show the wagon as being wider than 7'-3",
but that is the way | drew it. Lucky’s dimensions may have
come from a different model.

Since the pictorial views were made first, stick to the sepa-
rate details. They are more nearly correct.

Much of the information shown could only be derived
from a careful study of the photos, and to make comparison
with known dimensions. Other details are the results of sim-
ple layouts, and the educated guess. Missing dimensions are
left to the discretion of the builder.

Having so little real information, | seriously questioned
my ability to come up with a set of plans that would meet the
purist standards of some of our more illustrious builders. |
had to build the wagon in 1/2" scale to aid me in my under-
standing of its many complexities.

Many thanks to The Ringling Brothers-Barnum & Bailey
Circus Organization in Winterquarter, Leo Kellar, George
Baney, Bill Cooker, Lucky Allen, and any others who con-
tributed to the making of the Gargantua Cage plans.

Entire wagon is painted white, with gold stripes and
scrolls edged in red. Silver roof.
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